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he animals had met Whistler, the Heron, 

at the quarry. He had been shot at by a 
farmer in the past, and the hole in his wing 
whistled as he flew. 


“T hope you don’t mind us resting here for the 
night?” asked Vixen. “It’s so peaceful and 
safe.” “Be my guests,” answered Whistler. “It 
gets a bit lonely here with only a few ducks to 
talk to.” 


Whistler stabbed at the water and caught a 
fish instantly. 


It started to rain and the animals sheltered 
under a rock. All except Toad and Whistler, 
that is, who both fancied a spot of fishing. 


“T want to learn to catch fish like you,” shouted “What an exhibitionissst!” hissed Adder. “He 
Toad, jumping up and down. “Toads don’t catch needsss teaching a lessson.” “Toad needs 
fish,” said Whistler. “I'll do it if it kills me, little encouragement at the best of times,” 
boasted Toad. He grabbed at a small fish that agreed Owl. “But pride comes before a fall.” 
swam by but it slipped out of his hands. 


Just then Toad came up with a fish in his 
hand. “Look what I’ve got!” he called. “Told 
you I could.” 


While Toad was swimming this way and that 
trying to catch a slippery fish, Whistler was 
adding to his pile for the other animals to 
eat. “You're spoiling us,” said Fox. “We'll be 
as fat as Mole soon.” 


Then Toad suddenly disappeared. 
“What’s happened to him?” 
cried Vixen. 


Under the water Toad had been 
half swallowed by a huge fish. “It’s 
that old Carp that’s got him,” said 
Whistler. “I’ve been after that fish 
for ages.” 


“Don’t let the baby see this,” said Mr Rabbit. 
Mrs Rabbit covered his eyes. “But I want to 
see, I want to,” cried the youngster. 


“We've got to save him,” remarked Owl. “He’s 
the only one who knows the way to White 
Deer Park. Luckily he’s too fat to swallow.” 
The Carp jumped out of the water with Toad 
still stuck in his mouth. 
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Whistler flew off to where the Carp had been. 
With a rapid stab of his bill, he grabbed Carp 
with Toad. He flew back and tossed them 
both on to the bank. 


“Make way,” said Weasel, pushing Adder and 
Ow! aside. “I’ve done this before.” “Don’t jump 
on him, you'll squash him flat,” said Badger, 
remembering how Weasel had helped him 
before. 


Toad wiggled and gasped. 
“Thank you, Whistler,” he said. 


As he hit the ground the Carp opened his 
mouth and Toad dropped out. He lay perfectly 
still. “Is he dead?” asked Baby Rabbit. 


af 


She picked Toad up by the back legs and 
shook him hard. Water poured out of his 
mouth — all over the Baby Rabbit who 
squealed and ran for his mother. 


He looked at the gasping fish. “Poor thing, 
can you throw him back?” “I could, but it’s a 
bit of a sacrifice,” said Whistler, picking up 
the Carp and tossing it back into the water. 
Gratefully the fish swam away. 


Next week: The pheasant shoot 


All About... 
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6GHi! I'm Shrew. | suppose if you saw me rushing by 
| you might think | was a mouse — I'm small (my 
body's about 7em long), dark brown and furry with a 
long tail and a pale belly. My summer hairs are just | 
2mm long but in the autumn | grow a new coat which 
is 6mm long. This protects me better against the 
__ winter frosts and snow. | moult 
again in spring and keep my fur in 
good condition by scratching it with 
my hind feet. 


When you see me close up you'll There are five kinds of shrew in the British 
. . Isles. I’m the most common (my full name is 
notice my long, pointed snout. | don't -. Can you guess? ... Common shrew). You 
mind if people call me Nosey = my nose won't find me in Ireland or on some of the 
bet . spp: offshore islands of Britain. My two cousins on 
is really useful for sniffing out all the the mainland of Britain are Pygmy shrew and 
. little insects and small creatures that live Water shrew. 
> . Water shrew (above) is the biggest with 
in the ground. You see, | have to eat a blackish fur on his back and white on his 
<a meal at least once every two hours, belly. He spends a lot of his time in ponds 
— . ' . ' . and streams, looking for shrimps and snails. 
otherwise I'd die. | i quite hard to spot as Pygmy shrew (right) is tiny - only 4-6cm 
I hide in long grass in woods and hedges.99 long, with pale brown fur and quite a hairy 


tail. He lives in Ireland and on several 
Scottish islands as well. 


Follow my leader 
Once Common shrew youngsters are three 
weeks old they start to make short trips away 
from the nest. They sometimes follow their 
mother in a long line. Each shrew holds on to the 
one in front by grasping its back in its sharp 
teeth. No one is quite sure why they do this. It 
may be that the nest has been disturbed and the 


When it’s time for our babies to be 
born, our females build a nest out of 
leaves and dried grass inside a 
burrow or grassy tussock (clump), 
or underneath a log. There can be 
anything from three to nine babies 
in a litter - they are blind and they 


ae os quickly. By the mother is leading them to a new one, or that 
time they’re two weeks old their she’s gang nem a tour of their surroundings. 


eyes are beginning to open and 
they have fine, greyish fur, 

If a baby is knocked out of the nest 
it will squeal loudly. Usually the 
mother hears it and comes to the 
rescue. She drags the helpless 
youngster by the scruff of its neck is } 
back to the nest. , a No a 


All About... 
Fighting and Feeding 


Shrews prefer to live alone. If two shrews 
come face to face they hold their heads 
up, open their mouths, shorten their 
snouts and shriek loudly at each other. If 
one of them does not back off, then 
they will start a noisy fight. 


If neither shrew gives up at this 
point, they may wrestle with 
each other on the ground. 


In the end, one of the shrews 
4 will throw itself on its back, 

still squeaking and kicking, 

while the other runs off 


They sit up on their hind legs and through the undergrowth. 
punch at each other with their Although the fights look 
forefeet. Then they try to bite each fierce, the shrews rarely 
other’s head or grab the tail. wound each other. 


Squirrel 
gays 
Don’t pick 
Mee ihe 
bite! 


Common shrews have to eat about 
100 creatures the size of a maggot 
every day to survive. That means they 
spend much of the day and night 
feeding. Their menu is very varied - 
beetles, insect larvae, worms and 
woodlice are favourites but snails, 
slugs, centipedes, bugs and flies are 
also gobbled up. 


well with their small 
eyes. Instead they have 


s do not see very aynazie 


very sensitive snouts, SHREW NAPS 

covered with whiskers, Usually, when a shrew has been busily feeding for They run through the undergrowth in search of food, 
which help them to hunt a while it will return to its nest to rest. But stopping from time to time to poke the soil with their 
out their food. Twitching sometimes it just takes a nap on the spot. It stops snout or dig with their feet. When they find a grub, 
and sniffing as they go, suddenly, tucks its head and nose against its insect or earthworm they bite the head first to 

they can smell grubs chest and dozes off ... just for a few seconds. paralyze it. Then they start to munch away with their 
that are buried up to Then it wakes up, refreshed, and dashes off to pointed back teeth, usually starting with the 

12cm down in the soil. hunt for more food. creature’s head. After a good feed the shrew will rest 


for a short while in a rounded nest made oui of 
leaves, grass and moss. 
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Pheasant 


| Of all the animals, Mr Pheasant is by far the most 

handsome - at least he thinks so. He is incredibly 
vain and spends much of his time preening. He is 
especially proud of his beautiful tail feathers. 
Pheasant is a lazy bird and quite unable to 
fend for himself. He reties on his kind wife 
to look after him. It’s only after she is 
shot that he realizes how much he 
needed her. 
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BEAK . 
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DRAW LINES FOR 
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Secret World of... 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 


& — 
—_ 
al Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


FARTHING WOOD : 


661m the oldest animal in Farthing Wood the length of cats flew through the trees " 


. and | have seen the countryside change but the most scary animals around were the 
quite a lot in my time. But even | wasn’t dinosaurs. The word means terrible reptile - 
around 200 million years ago when the and you can see why. Some were like giant 
wood was a swampy, steamy sort of place. _ lizards others were very small. Scientists 
The wildlife of Farthing Wood was call this the Jurassic Period. 


completely different in those days. The 

volcanic land was covered in thick conifer Badger’s Challenge: While huge dinosaurs 

forests, ferns and Horsetails. roamed the land, a small, shrew-like mammal 
In prehistoric Farthing Wood there were called Morganucodon scurried through the 

some very strange animals flying, running ferns hunting insects. How many can you 

and fighting through the forest. Dragonflies — spot in this Jurassic landscape?99 
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Secret World of 


Looking carefully among the plants and 
searching on the forest floor you should 


be able to see nine Morganucodons in 


Maat WES : ‘s the picture. Did you spot them all? 


Cycads look a bit like palm trees. 
Plant-eating dinosaurs loved to 

eat them. They had strong 
jaws and teeth to deal with 
the tough leaves. 


Camptosaurus 
was a reptile up to 
7m long. It could 
move pretty fast on its back legs, 
balancing itself with its stiff tail. It 
probably fed on all fours - chomping on 
low-growing ferns or Horsetails. It had 
hundreds of strong teeth to help it chew 
this tough plant food. 


Compsognathus 
was a small meat- 
eating dinosaur only 
about the size of a 
hen. It had a long, thin 


tail which it used to keep its balance 
when running. Compsognathus had to 
run pretty quickly to catch fast-moving 
lizards and insects to eat. 


Lexovisaurus was a plant-eating 
dinosaur about 5m long which had its 
own suit of armour. It walked on all 
four legs and defended itself with flat 
plates and round pointed spines 
along its back and tail. 


Scelidosaurus was about the 
size of a cow. To protect itself 
it had an armour of bony knobs 
embedded in its skin. 


Cetiosaurus was 
one of the earliest 


dinosaurs to be discovered. 


Cetiosaurus was also one 
of the earliest Sauropods - big, long- 
necked plant-eating dinosaurs. Other 

sauropods include the better known 
Brachiosaurus and Diplodocus. 


Megalosaurus 
was discovered in 
1824 andwasthe @{ 
first dinosaur to be — 
named. This huge 
predator had strong 


claws on its feet and beside: ‘By making at its 


sharp, jagged teeth you can tell it was a 


bloodthirsty meat-eater which attacked other 


dinosaurs, ripping then apart easily. ) 


Morganucodon was a small 
creature which looked a bit like 
a shrew. This ferocious 


Gingkos were one of the first kinds of 


tree on the Earth. In the Jurassic period 


‘ Mn insect-hunter had a thin snout 
full of needle-sharp teeth for 
catching and crushing insects 
and other small animals. 


Gingko forests covered the flat land. The 


leaves were food for many plant-eaters. 


DIGGING UP 
DINOSAURS 


Dinosaurs ruled the Earth for 

over 150 million years and then 
disappeared without a trace - 

and no-one knows why. Some 
scientists say a huge meteorite 
crashed to Earth, sending up 
clouds of dust and blocking out 
the sun. Others think the 
dinosaurs’ eggs were eaten up. 
Perhaps they just died of boredom! 


FOSSIL FINDING 

Pebble beaches, stone quarries 
or even the edge of a newly 
ploughed field are good places 
to look for fossils. 


WHAT DID THEY LOOK LIKE? 
When some dinosaurs died, their bones 
became buried in sand and mud. Over 

thousands of years the bones turned to 


models of how the dinosaurs might 
have looked. Adding the skin is the 
tricky part, because no-one * 
knows what colour dinosaurs ,) 
were — perhaps they were 4, . 
purple with pink spots! 
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MAKE YOUR OWN ‘FOSSIL’ 


You will need: Plasticine, plaster of Paris, a shell, 
cooking oil or varnish, paint brush, metal spoon, bowl. 
q Soften a ball of Plasticine by rolling it about in 
your hands. Flatten it slightly and make a rim to hold 
the plaster of Paris. Press a shell down into the 
Plasticine and carefully lift it out. 


3 Mix the plaster of Paris with a When set, peel away 
water in a bowl to make a the Plasticine to reveal your 
pouring consistency, making ‘fossil’ shell! Try using other 
sure you get rid of any lumps. — objects to make fossils, 
Work fast because the plaster — too, such as walnut shells 
dries quickly. Pour the mixture — and leaves. 

into the impression and q 
leave to set. 


2 Gently brush 
inside the impression 
with oil or varnish. 


READS, BODIES BOTTOM OF THE CLASS 
Most di ; 
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You will need: | : Stegosaurus. Although it weighed 
i 
$ 


MEGA-FEET 


You will need: 
Two shoeboxes, cardboard, sticky tape, 
cardboard eggbox, paints or 
crayons, scissors. 


LZ, 


= Little & large 


Several sheets of paper, pens or pencils, about two tonnes, its brain was no 
_and a group of friends. bigger than the size of a walnut! 


KING OF THE 
LIZARDS 

The most feared of 
all dinosaurs was the 
14m tall, meat-eating \ 
Tyrannosaurus rex. Its jaw was about ~ 

1.5m long - so it could have swallowed 


you whole if it was around today! 


q Cut a hole, 12cm across, g 
in the middle of the lid 
of each shoebox. Tape 
the lid on to the box. 


HOW TO PLAY 

Give each person a sheet of paper and tell 
them to draw a monster's head at the top. 
Fold down the top of the paper to hide the 
head but leaving the neck showing, and pass 
the sheet to the player on your left. 

Draw the body, legs and feet in turn, folding 
and passing on the paper between each one 
as before. 

Have fun inventing names for the monsters 
when the sheets are opened. 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMP 
This title belongs to the 
Brachiosaurus which was 22.5m \ 
long and weighed 77 tonnes. | | 
However, some remains have been ; : 
found of a bigger dinosaur, the J) eo 
Ultrasaurus which measured an estimated 35m —== BITE-SIZED DINOSAUR 
and weighed over 130 tonnes (that’s the same The Compsognathus (pretty jaw) was the 
weight as 23 elephants)! smallest known dinosaur. Living in Europe, 
it measured just 75cm long - that’s about 
the same size as a chicken! 


2 Cut out two rectangular 
pieces of card the same width as the ~—~ 
shoebox and 20cm long. Stick the card to 

the underside of the box with sticky tape. 


N 


3 Cut the bottom of 
the eggbox in half 

lengthways. Stick one 
half on to each foot to 
make toes. 


a Decorate your feet 
with paints or 

crayons — and they're 
ready to wear! 


maTew TwWE NAME... A dinosaur’s name often uses the Greek word | TO TNE FRAN B... 


which describes part of their body, like a big 
head or bird-like feet. See if you can match the 


1 Stegosaurus : 
thaclenae=hi names of the dinosaurs below to the right body. 7 ANATOSAURUS 
PLATE-ROOFED LIZARD 4 TRICERATOPS DUCK REPTILE 


2 STRUTHIOMIMUS 
(strooth-ee-oh-mime-us) H (try-ser-a-tops) 

OSTRICH MIMIC 3 PSITTACOSAURUS THREE-HORNED FACE 
(si-tak-oh-saw-rus) 
PARROT REPTILE 


| (an-at-oh-saw-rus) 
i 


6 HADROSAURUS 
5 ACANTHOPHOLIS (had-roe-saw-rus) 
(a-kan-tho-fole-is) BULKY REPTILE 
SPINE BEARER 


Answers: 1G, 2D, 3E, 4A, 5F, 6C, 7B. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING 


INSECT HOMES 


Animals like to have somewhere to live where 
they can be safe and sound. We all know that 
Badger and Fox have homes but did you know 
that many insects have homes too? 


I'm pushing 


SILLY WEASELA 
When Weasel found a wasps’ nest in the 
wood she just had to poke it with a stick. 
She soon found out that this was a very silly 
thing to do. The wasps didn’t like being 
disturbed by this rude intruder so they 
attacked Weasel and stung her on the nose. 


A SILK PURSE 

These Green tree ants make 
their nests out of leaves. The 
adult ants, called workers, fasten 
the leaves together with silk. To 
get silk for the job, the workers 
pick up ant larvae in their jaws 
and use them like a needle and 
thread to stitch the nest. 


UMBRELLA NEST 
Termites are the great 
builders of the insect 
world. They live in 
termite mounds made 
from mud and saliva 
which often look like 
strange fairytale 
castles. 

The mounds are 
usually guarded by 
large termites called 
soldier termites. They 
have mighty powerful, 
nipping jaws to protect 
their home from 
invading animals. 


4A DOOR AT THE TOP 

This long nest on a tree branch in South 
America was built by Synoeca wasps. Unlike 
most wasps they make the entrance at the 
top of the nest. This means they have to build 
their home under a thick part of the tree 
irunk, to stop the rain getting in. 


+ FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


Wild Honey bees build 
their nests under tree 
branches but where else 
do Honey bees live? 


jOAly B Uy 


VPOT OF DEATH 


The Potter wasp looks harmless 
enough but it is very bad news for 
other insects. When the female Potter 
wasp finds a victim she paralyzes it 
with her sting. She builds a small pot 
and puts the insect inside. She lays 
an egg in the pot which soon turns 
into a grub. The wasp grub has a 
ready-made dinner and eats the 


victim alive. 


TREE TENTP> 
Many different types of moth and 
caterpillar build homes of silk in trees. 
They live together in these silky tents 
while they are growing up. These 
Californian caterpillars have a nice 
cosy shelter to go home to after each 
leaf-eating expedition. 


/ ~ 
<4 SAUSAGE NEST sy 
Leaf-cutter bees bite f / 
pieces out of leaves 
and take them to their 
nests. This bee is 
taking a piece of leaf 
back to its nest ina 
hosepipe. 

There they roll them 
into little sausages, 
stuff them with food 
and lay an egg inside. 
The bee grub grows up 
in the leaf sausage. 


FASCINATING FACTS 


< PRICKLY TITBIT 
Ants live in the 
hollow thorns of 
some acacia trees. 
The ants pay a 
good rent for their 
homes - they keep 
away insects that 
would like to eat the 
¥”  tree’s leaves. This Bull’s 
horn acacia even provides 

a tasty protein snack at the tip 
of each leaf to make sure the ants 
patrol every part of the tree. 


> ACID ATTACK 

Wood ant nests are so big you can’t 
miss them - if you're lucky enough 
to come across one in a wood. A 
nest is usually made out of piled 
up pine needles or twigs and 
dead leaves. It houses up 
to half a million ants 
which defend their 
home fiercely. When 
an enemy gets too 
close the ants 
squirt acid at \ 
them. ; 


“Can you help the little Squirrel find her way x 
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It was spring and the Squirrels, like many animals 
in Farthing Wood, had anew family. The 


youngsters were just starting to get adventurous —~.| : 


in fact one little Squirrel had escaped the.drey 
and was trying to find her way-back.again. »% 


TREETOP MAZE ; 


home through the trees? 
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WORDSEARCH 

There are 15 names of trees hidden here - 
spelt backwards, forwards, up, down and 
across. See how many you can find on your 
own = if you get stuck, turn to the answers 
and then look for the rest of the names. 
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WOODPECKERS AND WASPS 


Can you see the outlines of 4 woodpeckers 


and 5 wasps hidden in the tr 


ees? 
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Puzzle it out == 


‘Mrs Squirrel hadn’t realized that one of her 


children was missing and the little Squirrel 


slipped quietly back into the drey without 
~ being seen. However, Mrs Squirrel had her | 
n plans for going out. 

“Are you ready?” she asked her children. “I'm 
going to teach’ you how to collect your own 
food,” “_/ + 

The young SGuirrele followed their mother 
down the tree and on to the ground. There 


_ were five of them, including a pair of twins. 


TWIN SQUIRRELS 
Can you spot the twins? 


bes 


FOOD FOR ALL 

Can you divide the Squirrels’ food into 6 
portions using 3 lines? Each portion must 
contain 2 nuts, 1 berry and 1 leaf. 


The Squirrels scurried about collecting berries, 
nuts, leaves, and all the things Squirrels like to 
eat. When they had enough, Mrs Squirrel 
divided the food between herself and her 
youngsters. 

After they had eaten, the Squirrels played a 
few games like ‘Chase the tail’ and ‘Hide the 
nut’. But all the running about made the little 
Squirrels tired and it wasn’t long before they 
were up the tree again and had fallen asleep, 
snuggled together in their drey. 
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You will need: 
Large bar of chocolate, soft fruit such as 
banana slices, strawberries, cherries, 


Squirrels love nuts and fruit, but, unlike you, 
they don’t eat chocolate! 


CHO CCY NUTS AND FRU Ils satsuma sections and grapes, large nuts 


such as almonds and brazils, glass bowl, 
saucepan, wooden spoon, toothpicks, 
baking tray greased with oil. 


Break the chocolate into pieces and put 


them in the bowl. Fill a saucepan with water about a 


quarter full. Put the bowl in the 
saucepan and heat the water until hot, 
but not boiling. 


Stir the chocolate with a wooden spoon. 
When it has melted take the saucepan off 
the cooker. 


Put a toothpick in the fruit if it hasn't a 
stalk. Dip different fruits into the melted 
chocolate and leave them on the baking 
tray to set. Hold the nuts carefully and 
dip them only half way into the 
chocolate. Leave them to set. 
Wow! What an awesome feast! 


Squirrel says 


Make sure there's an 
adult to help you when you 
want to cook. And remember 
to keep the saucepan handle 
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Colour it in = 


GATHERING NUTS 
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